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In today’s world it is difficult if not impossible to keep a positive attitude.  We hear in the news about natural 

disasters.  We hear about corruption among our elected officials.  Where does it all end?  There are so many evil 

things that go on in our lives that it is difficult to remember any good things that happen to us.  Yet in the Gospel 

of Luke we hear of a man who was inflicted with the most evil of things, the devil, yet with all that he endured 

after Christ healed him he went about telling all about the good things that happened to him.  In other words, he 

was so thankful for the good deed that he was broadcasting it to others.  My beloved brothers and sisters in the 

Lord, let us take a few moments to discuss what it is that we should be thankful for, why were the good things 

done for us and how we should respond to those who helped. 

What should we be thankful for? First we should be thankful for the forgiveness of our sins from both God and 

our fellow man.  This is important because we see sin as a disease, from which we need healing.  How is this 

possible? Through Confession which removes the spirit of rejecting God’s grace from us, and Communion which 

puts God within us. Second we should be thankful for our restoration to our former state. This means for us: 1.  

keeping the image and likeness of God intact and 2. progress in becoming God-like.  In fact we are called to enter 

into a relationship with God that is so deep that one looking from the outside would see that the only difference 

between us and God is that we need God and God needs no one or no thing.  We are called therefore to be-

come gods by grace! Third we should be thankful for those who assist us on our way.  The people who come 

before us, that is, spiritual ancestors. The people who guide us now our bishops, priests, deacons and lay people. 

The people whom we will guide our children, grandchildren both spiritual and physical. 

Why was this done for us? Are we worthy?  No! We tend to be rebellious and selfish.  Well then why?  Because 

of love.  In the Eleventh Orthros Gospel Christ talks about love by saying to Peter “Do you love me?” What is 

love? Love is not romantic kind that Hallmark talks about, but love, agape, means selfless love. In Hellenistic 

Greek, when you put an “a” before nay word root, it means the opposite. So, Etymologically a + ego=agape or 

selfless love likened maternal love which is unconditional love.  Love is key to God since God is love.  God cre-

ated the world in love.  Adam fell because he had no love, or rather the wrong kind of love, that is self-love. The 

New Adam did what God wanted because he had right kind of love.  Forgiveness is the ultimate example of love. 

How then should we respond? We should respond by following God’s example and forgiving others. In the 

Lord’s Prayer we say “Forgive our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us”. So if we don’t forgive 

others, than God should not forgive us.  We are called to restore, that is, correct those who have fallen into sin. 

We should also listen and honor to those who lead us.  Our leaders are chosen by God and should be rewarded 

for actions, yet they usually do not ask for reward. Even though they do not ask, they do deserve to be rewarded 

by those who are led. 

We should follow those leaders in 1. Fasting which allows us to have proper attitude to God, our fellow man and 

nature and 2. Prayer which is Communication with God. 

So, we can see that we indeed have much to be thankful for.  We should thank God for forgiving us of our sins 

and restoring to us His image and likeness.  Although, through our actions we rebel against him at every chance, 

he keeps on forgiving us.  We should be thankful to our leaders, who be progressing in the faith, can effectively 

bring closer to our God.  We should also be thankful for the great love that was shown to us.  That totally un-

conditional love that God gives us everyday by calling us sons, by sending us leaders, by allowing us to have faith 

even when He does not show Himself in an obvious way.  Let us then go forth into the world showing our reac-

tion to this great love.  Let us go forth and testify to all believers and non-believers that God does indeed love us 

and forgive us.  Let us live as though we were forgiven, by forgiving others.  In this way we may, as St. Paul tells 

us, be all things to all people that in all ways we may save a few.  Amen. 
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Epistle Readers 
Sunday, October 7, 2018                                                          

3rd Sunday of Luke                                                               

Alexa Florence 

Sunday, October 14, 2018                                                         

Fathers of the Seventh Ecu-

menical Council                    

Isabella Elias 

Sunday, October 21, 2018                                                            

6th Sunday of Luke                                                                         

Ethan Kirkpatrick 

Sunday, October 28, 2018                                                                            

7th Sunday of Luke               

Angela Spurgetis 

Sunday, October 7, 2018        

hosted by:  Lina Assaf 

Sunday, October 14, 

2018 hosted by:         

Diane Breckon 

Sunday, October 21, 

2018 hosted by:                            

The Elias Family 

Sunday, October 28, 

2018 hosted by:       

Mariellen Crosson, Lori and 

Nicolina Pappas 

Sunday, October 7, 2018                              

Brad Crosson,                         

Mariellen Crosson                        

Doug Kenyon                              

Ted Pitsoulakis 

Sunday, October 14, 2018                            

Nick Coin,                                  

John Mekus,                              

Dennis Spurgetis,                       

Diane Spurgetis 

Sunday, October 21, 2018                               

Joe Burmeister,                          

Mary Kay Eckert                              

Gus Pappas                                

Mary Rankin                                 

Sunday, October 28, 2018                             

Brad Crosson,                         

Mariellen Crosson                        

Doug Kenyon                              

Ted Pitsoulakis 

Parish Council Sunday Duty 

Coffee Hour Hosts for October 2018 

October 24-Mary and Bill 

Rankin 

November 14-Dena Manta, 

Alexa Florence and Nancy 

G. Coin 

 Anyone interested in par-

ticipating in this worthwhile 

ministry should contact 

Dena Manta at 332-1684. 

EVENING MEAL 

VOLUNTEERS 

Sunday,                     

October 7 2018                      

Lina Assaf 

Sunday,                     

October 14, 2018                

Presbytera Maria 

Sunday,                     

October 21, 2018                

John Stratton 

Sunday,                     

October 28, 2018                 

Mariellen Cros-

son 

Prosphora Baking Schedule 

Parish Registry 

Chrismation 

The Servant of God, 

Penelope McGimpsey, 

was Confirmed into the 

Orthodox Church on 

September 9, 2018.  The 

Sponsor is Patty Kenyon. 

Funeral 

The servant of God, 

Jennie M. Joannides, fell 

asleep in the Lord and 

was buried on Septem-

ber 25, 2018. 

STAVRO LOGO BOOKSTORE 

SIDEWALK DAY 

Remember us?  We are 

the table set up directly 

across from the church 

office.  Due to prudent 

fiscal responsibility our 

inventory is small.  

However, the conven-

ience we offer is large. 

We have stocked some 

new small gift items at 

very reasonable prices.  

If you have a special 

occasion coming up, we 

also offer a new selec-

tion of Orthodox 

greeting cards and 

blank note cards. 

In addition, we will of-

fer a small sample in-

ventory of more expen-

sive items as well as 

catalogs from which we 

can take prepaid or-

ders.   

Our sidewalk day is 

scheduled for Sunday, 

October 7, 2018. 

Please stop by and 

check out our mer-

chandise.  There will be 

a station for pre-paid 

orders also.  Catalogs 

may be checked out 

and taken home if you 

need more time to 

choose. 

Nancy Coin and John 

Spurgetis 

On Thursday October 25th 

we will have an outing for 

the Senior Citizen Group.  

We will meet at 10:00 a.m. 

at church and drive to the 

Hauberg Estate for  an ex-

tended, behind the scene, 

tour of the mansion.  It is 

known as the “Historic Tulip 

Mansion” and we will see all 

the restoration work the 

volunteers are doing on the 

house and gardens, and learn 

details about the architec-

ture, artwork and history of 

the estate.  Cost is $5.00 per 

person.  Following the tour 

we will enjoy a “Dutch-

treat” box lunch in the man-

sion’s “Tulip Room” pro-

vided by the “Doctor Gyros 

Restaurant” at a cost of 

$8.00 per person.  

Pleas RSVP to Kay Coin if 

you plan to attend.  Call her 

for any questions at 309-786-

0240.  

Senior Outing 



 

 

P A G E  4  V O L U M E  5  I S S U E  9  



 

 

P A G E  5  T H E  T R O P H Y B E A R E R  



 

 

P A G E  6  V O L U M E  5  I S S U E  9  



 

 

Saint Romanos flourished during 

the reign of Anastasius (491-

518). He was from Emesa of 

Syria, and apparently was born 

of Jewish parents, for a hymn 

written in his honour in Greek 

says he was "of Hebrew stock," 

and it has furthermore been 

noted that he uses many Semitic 

idioms in his writings. He was 

baptized an Orthodox Christian, 

and at some time became a dea-

con in the Church of Beirut. He 

was the first composer of the 

Romanos the Melodist  (October 1) 

kontakia, the foremost of which 

is that of the feast of Christ's 

Nativity, On this day the Vir-

gin .... In composing many of his 

kontakia. Saint Romanos was 

inspired by the hymns of Saint 

Ephraim of Syria.  

The name Thomas means, 

"twin." He was one of the 

Twelve, a Galilean by birth. So-

phroneus (not the famous Patri-

arch of Jerusalem [7th Century, 

celebrated March 11], but a 

friend of Jerome's), quoted also 

by Jerome, says that Saint Tho-

mas preached to the Parthians, 

Pesians, Medes, Hyrcanians, Bac-

trians, and neighbouring nations. 

According to Heracleon, the 

Apostle died a natural death; 

according to other accounts, he 

The Holy and Glorious Apostle Thomas (October 6) 

was martyred at Meliapur His 

tomb was known by Saint John 

Chrysostom to be at Edessa in 

Syria, to which city his holy rel-

ics may have been translated 

from India in the fourth century.  

The holy Patriarch Abraham, 

born a pagan, ten generations 

after Noah, when the knowledge 

of God had perished from 

among men, became the begin-

ning of God's dispensation for 

the universal renewal and salva-

tion of man.  He was called out 

of his country--the land of the 

Chaldees, that is, Mesopotamia--

to the land of Canaan, and re-

ceived the promise that through 

his seed all the nations of the 

earth should be blessed; through 

his singular faith in the promises 

of God, he was justified before 

the giving of the Law and the 

coming of Grace; through his 

willingness to sacrifice Isaac, he 

portrayed the love wherewith 

The Righteous Patriarch Abraham and his nephew Lot (October 9) 

God loved the world in sacrific-

ing His only-begotten Son.  The 

greatness of Abraham, and the 

trials that he and his righteous 

nephew Lot  underwent, are set 

forth in the Book of Genesis in 

the Old Testament, chapters 

twelve through twenty-five.   

Saint Symeon became a monk 

of the Studite Monastery as a 

young man, under the guid-

ance of the elder Symeon the 

Pious.  Afterwards he strug-

gled at the Monastery of Saint 

Mamas in Constantinople, of 

which he became abbot.  Af-

ter enduring many trials and 

afflictions in his life of piety, 

he reposed in 1022.  Marvel-

ling at the heights of prayer 

and holiness to which he at-

tained, and the loftiness of 

the teachings of his life and 

writings, the church calls him 

"the New Theologian."  Only 

to two others, John the Evan-

gelist and Gregory, Patriarch 

of Constantinople, has the 

church given the name 

"Theologian."  Saint Symeon 

Symeon the New Theologian  (October 12) 

reposed on March 12, but 

since this always falls in the 

Great Fast, his feast is kept 

today.  


