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Pastoral Message 
How many of us are sick and tired of all the accusations and counter accusations throughout the political 
world?  I know I am.  What is needed, according to the political pundits, is a consistent standard, the rule 
of law, which will define the appropriate actions that need to be taken.  This, I think, is the crux of the 
argument.  How shall we proceed?  Unfortunately for us, there is no precedent for this situation.  Fortu-
nately, the life in Christ is much simpler.  In fact, God tells us what He wants us to do and how to do it 
by doing it first Himself.  My brothers and sisters in the Lord, let us take a few moments and look at the 
example that God gave us, see what we can gleam from it and how we can live it. 

What did God do?   He gave us existence in that He created us.  He gave us life by giving us communion 
with Him that is, to have life and gave us the potential for becoming gods.  Man however rejected God, 
refused communion and thus chooses death to life.  Yet God saves us by restoring love. God is love and 
God is life, so love is life.  The opposite is also true.  No love is death or no life.  How does He save us? 
By sending Christ who lived with us, preached to us, died for us and resurrected for us. In fact, God 
works with us to fight the pre-disposition towards evil that we inherited from Adam and helping us to do 
good.  He provides the ability to believe in that which is unseen.  Most importantly He shows us that it is 
possible that He does it all himself first—in person of Jesus Christ. 

What does God want from us? He wants to follow commandments, to love God, to love our fellow man 
and to love nature.  We are called to put nothing in front of God. God is the most important relationship 
we have and unlike the world we put nothing ahead of God.  What about money? We are called to give 
everything to poor.  How about our family?  We are called to leave mother, father, brother, sister, hus-
band, wife, son or daughter if they try to lead us away from God. What about our notion of self-esteem 
or self-worth?  We find our worth by being God-like and not in world 

How can we do it? We start with prayer.  Prayer is communication with God that links us to the Church 
and our fellow man through God.  It is a important element to Christian since it makes us realize that 
there are others besides us.  Fasting which restores relationship between body and soul.  In fact, it re-
stores relationship with: God, our fellow man and nature.  Fasting makes us realize we are not most im-
portant things in universe.  Holy Communion which brings us into union with God and saints.  It not only 
makes Christ part of us and us part of Christ, but it is defining characteristic of Christian.  Communion 
energizes us.  After all this we must give to poor, give to the Church in our stewardship of time, treasure 
and talents. We feed hungry, visit sick, visit prisoners and above all live the Gospel. 

So, we can see that God asks a lot from us.  He asks us to follow the commandments.  He asks us to 
keep Him as the most important thing in our lives.  He asks us to believe in Him and his message.  In 
other words we must believe in God and not just that God exists.  We must also have obedience.  This 
obedience is show even when we might not fully understand why we must do things.  For C. S. Lewis a 
Christian is someone who “…looks round upon a universe from which every trace of God seems to 
have vanished, and asks why he has been forsaken, and still obeys.”  We can do all this if and only if we 
prepare ourselves through prayer, which links us to God, fasting, which puts to death the animal selfish-
ness of ours, and Holy Communion, which energizes us for our work.  Let us then do what we need to 
do to prepare ourselves.  Let us go out into the world and act as Christians.  Let us make real our faith 
be doing it so that having treasures in Heaven, we may enter the joy of our Lord.  Amen. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
Feast Day of Saints 

Cosmas and 
Damianos 

8:30 a.m. Orthros 
followed by the  
Divine Liturgy at 

Saint George 
6:00 p.m. Orthodox 

Study Forum 

2 
Fast Day 

3 
11:00 a.m.— 8:00 
p.m. Assumption 

Food Fest 

4 
5th Sunday of Luke 
8:30 a.m. Orthros             

10:00 a.m.             
Divine Liturgy 

Sunday School 
Class following                   

Holy Communion 
 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 p.m. Parish 
Council Seminar  

6 
 

7 
Fast Day 

10:00 a.m. Ortho-
dox Study Forum 

 

8 
The Synaxis of the 
Archangel Michael 

and Gabriel 
9:00 a.m. Orthros 

followed by the  
Divine Liturgy at 

Assumption 
6:00 p.m. Orthodox 

Study Forum 

9 
Feast Day of Saint 

Nectarios of Aegina 
8:30 a.m. Orthros 

followed by the  
Divine Liturgy at 

Saint George 

10 
 

11 
8th Sunday of Luke 
8:30 a.m. Orthros             

10:00 a.m.             
Divine Liturgy 

Sunday School 
Class following                   

Holy Communion 
Fall Assembly fol-
lowing the Divine 

Liturgy 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 p.m. Parish 
Council Seminar  

13 

Feast Day of 
Saint John Chry-

sostom 
8:30 a.m. Orthros 
followed by the  
Divine Liturgy at 

Assumption 
Church 

 
 
 

14 
Fast Day 

10:00 a.m. Ortho-
dox Study Forum 

 

15 
Fast Day 

Fast of the  Nativity 
Begins 

Fish, Wine and Oil 
Allowed 

 
 

6:00 p.m. Orthodox 
Study Forum 

16 
The Feast day of 
the Apostle and                  

Evangelist Matthew 
Oil and Wine      

allowed 
8:30 a.m. Orthros 

followed by the  
Divine Liturgy at 

Saint George 

17 
Fish, Wine and Oil 

Allowed 

18 
9th Sunday of Luke 
Fish, Wine and Oil 

Allowed 
8:30 a.m. Orthros             

10:00 a.m.             
Divine Liturgy 

Sunday School 
Class following                   

Holy Communion 
Stewardship Sun-

day 

19 
Fish, Wine and Oil 

Allowed 
  

20 
Fish, Wine and Oil 

Allowed 
 
 
 
 

Interfaith Thanks-
giving Service @ 

First Baptist 

21 
The Entrance of the 

Theotokos 
Fish, Oil and Wine 

Allowed 
9:00 a.m. Orthros 

followed by the  
Divine Liturgy at 

Assumption Church 

22 

Thanksgiving Day 
Office Closed 
Fish, Oil and 

Wine Allowed 

23 
Fast Day 

 
 
 
 
 

Rehearsal  

24 
Fish, Wine and Oil 

Allowed 
 
 

+Sacrament 

25 
13th Sunday of 

Luke 
Fish, Wine and Oil 

Allowed 
8:30 a.m. Orthros             

10:00 a.m.             
Divine Liturgy 

Sunday School 
Class following                   

Holy Communion 

26 
Fish, Wine and Oil 

Allowed 

27 
Fish, Wine and Oil 

Allowed 
  

28 
Fast Day 

  

29 
Fish, Wine and Oil 

Allowed 
  

30 

Feast Day of 
Saint Andrew 
Oil and Wine   

Allowed 
8:30 a.m. Orthros 

followed by the  
Divine Liturgy at 

Saint George 
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Epistle Readers 
Sunday, November 4, 

2018                                                          

5th Sunday of Luke                                                               

Alexa Florence 

Sunday, November 

11, 2018                                                         

8th Sunday of Luke                   

Loukia Constantinides 

Sunday, November 

18, 2018                                                            

9th Sunday of Luke                                                                         

Ethan Kirkpatrick 

Sunday, November 

25, 2018                                                                            

13th Sunday of Luke               

Scot Johnson 

Sunday, November 4, 

2018 hosted by:             

Marcia Allen 

Sunday, November 

11, 2018 hosted by:                  

Open 

Sunday, November 

18, 2018 hosted by:                            

The Stratton and 

Patramanis families 

Sunday, November 

25, 2018 hosted by:                    

The Johnson and 

Reese families 

Sunday, November 4, 2018                               

Joe Burmeister,                          

Mary Kay Eckert                              

Gus Pappas                                

Mary Rankin                                 

Sunday, November 11, 

2018                               

Brad Crosson,                         

Mariellen Crosson                        

Doug Kenyon                              

Ted Pitsoulakis 

Sunday, November 18, 

2018                                

Nick Coin,                                  

John Mekus,                              

Dennis Spurgetis,                       

Diane Spurgetis 

Sunday, November 25, 

2018                                  

Joe Burmeister,                          

Mary Kay Eckert                              

Gus Pappas                                

Mary Rankin                                 

Parish Council Sunday Duty 

Coffee Hour Hosts for November 

2018 

Sunday,                           

November 4, 2018                                  

Diane Breckon 

Sunday,                             

November 11, 2018                

Presbytera Maria 

Sunday,                            

November 18, 2018                

Diakonissa Romilie 

and Vicky Patramanis 

Sunday,                                

November 25, 2018                 

Adrienne Johnson 

Prosphora Baking Schedule 

Parish Registry 

Baptisms 

The servant of God 

Theodore, son of 

George and Marga-

ret Kutsunis was 

Baptized into the 

Orthodox Faith on 

October 6, 2018 and 

the sponsor was Mi-

chelle Keady. 

The servant of God 

Anthony, son of 

Jayme and Sara 

Eckert was Baptized 

into the Orthodox 

Faith on October 13, 

2018 and the spon-

sor was Georgena 

Barnes. 

Emily Caras 

Helen Corelis 

Stella Cudworth  

Jennie Elbers 

Judy Pappas 

Jim Patten 

Xenia Patten 

Gordon Smith 

Helen Smith 

Irene Theodore 

PRAYERS FOR OUR SHUT-INS 

November 18, 

2018 

Emmanuel 

Patramanis:       

(1 Year) 

November 25, 

2018 

Stephanie       

Yokas:            

(15 Years) 

Bill Yokas:      

(21 Years) 

Memorials for November 

…Send your 

treasures to the 

heavenly storage 

room. Deposit 

your wealth in 

God’s Bank, dis-

tributing it to the 

poor, the orphans 

and the widows, 

so that you can 

receive a million 

times more in 

the Second com-

ing of Christ…  

Saint Joseph the 

Hesychast 
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Community News 
FALL PARISH                  

ASSEMBLY  

On November 11, 2018 
immediately following the 
Divine Liturgy we will be 
having our Fall Parish As-
sembly.   

PARISH COUNCIL    
MEETING 

The Parish Council No-
vember meeting will be on 
Tuesday, November 13, 
2018 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Green room. 

PASTORAL NOTE 

The Christmas Fast which 
begins on November 15, is 
not like Great and Holy 
Lent in that fish, wine and 
oil are permitted (with the 
exceptions of Wednesday 
and Friday) until Decem-
ber 12.  After December 
12, wine and oil are per-
mitted (with the exception 
of Wednesday and Friday) 
but fish is no longer per-
mitted.  The fast ends fol-
lowing Divine Liturgy on 
Christmas Day. 

PARISH COUNCIL 
ELECTIONS 

Parish Council elections 
will be held on Sunday, 
December  9.  It is an 
honor and a privilege to 
serve on the Parish Coun-

cil, but it is also a commit-
ment to the good of our 
Parish. If you feel the call 
to support and represent 
our parish in this special 
way, please come forward. 
It is mandatory for all new 
candidates to attend one 
of the seminars being held.  
The first is on Monday, 
November 5 at 7:00 p.m. 
and the second is on 
Monday, November 12 
at 7:00 p.m.   

STEWARDSHIP          
SUNDAY 

Our Annual Stewardship 
Sunday will be help on 
Sunday, November 18th.  
We ask you all if you like 
to bring your pledge card 
with you on that Sunday 
and deposit it into the 
pledge box.  May the Lord 
bless us with another 
wonderful year.   

THANKSGIVING              
ECUMENICAL SER-

VICE 

Fr. Michael and our choir 
will be participating in this 
year’s Thanksgiving Ecu-
menical service which will 
be held on November 
20th at First Baptist 
Church.  This will be a 
community event celebrat-
ing this great American 

Holiday.  Everyone who is 
planning on attending is 
asked to bring a canned 
food item for food pan-
tries run through St. Pius 
and Second Baptist.  Fel-
lowship and refreshments 
will be served after the 
conclusion of the service.  
I hope to see many of our 
members here at St. 
George will be able to be 
in attendance to support 
our choir.  For more in-
formation please see Fr. 
Michael. 

DONATION OPPOR-
TUNITY 

Have you remembered to 
help the needy and hun-
gry?  Please bring in a con-
tribution of food to the 
church.  They are still run-
ning dangerously short.  

Our  Saint 

George Parish 

Community 
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All the Angels, according to the 
Apostle Paul, are ministering spirits,  - 
sent forth to minister to them who 
shall be heirs of salvation - (Heb. 
1:14).  God set them as overseers of 
every nation and people, and guides 
to that which is profitable (Deut. 
32:8); and while one Angel is ap-
pointed to oversee each nation as a 
whole, one is also appointed to pro-
tect each Christian individually.  He 
commands them to guard them that 
hope on Him, that nothing should 
harm them, neither should any evil 
draw nigh to their dwelling (Ps. 90:10-
12).  In the Heavens they always be-

hold the face of God, sending up to 
Him the thrice-holy hymn and inter-
ceding with Him in our behalf, seeing 
they rejoice over one sinner that 
repents (Esaias 6:2-3; Matt. 18:10; 
Luke 15:7).  In a word, they have 
served God in so many ways for our 
benefit, that the pages of Holy Scrip-
ture are filled with the histories 
thereof.  It is for these reasons that 
the Orthodox Catholic Church, 
wisely honouring these divine minis-
ters, our protectors and guardians, 
celebrates today the present Synaxis 
that is, our coming together in assem-
bly for their common feast to chant 

Synaxis of the Archangel Michael & the other Bodiless Powers: Gabriel, Raphael, Uriel, Salaphiel, Jegudiel, & Barachiel (November 8) 

their praises, especially for the Arch-
angels Michael and Gabriel, who are 
mentioned in the Scriptures by name.  
The name Michael means "Who is 
like God?" and Gabriel means "God is 
mighty."  The number of Angels is not 
defined in the divine Scriptures, 
where Daniel says that thousands of 
thousands ministered before Him, 
and ten thousands of ten thousands 
attended upon Him -(Dan. 7:10).  But 
all of them are divided into nine or-
ders which are called Thrones, 
Cherubim, Seraphim, Dominions, 
Powers, Authorities, Principalities, 
Archangels, and Angels.  

Saint John was born in 555 on the 
island of Cyprus in the city of 
Amathus; his father, Epiphanius, was a 
ruler of Cyprus. The Saint was conse-
crated Archbishop of Alexandria in 
608. A man of exemplary uprightness, 

in his zeal for Orthodoxy he strove 
mightily to fight the many heresies 
among the Christians in Egypt; but 
above all, he was famous for his singu-
lar generosity, humility, and sympathy 
towards all, especially the poor. His 

John the Merciful, Patriarch of Alexandria (November 12) 

mercy was so great that the report of 
it reached the Persian invaders of 
Jerusalem, who desired to see him 
because of it. Saint John reposed in 
619, at the age of sixty-four.  

This Apostle, one of the Twelve, was 
from Bethsaida of Galilee, and was a 
compatriot of Andrew and Peter. He 
was instructed in the teachings of the 
Law, and devoted himself to the study 
of the prophetic books. Therefore, 
when the Lord Jesus called him to the 

dignity of apostleship, he immediately 
sought out and found Nathanael and 
said to him, "We have found Him of 
Whom Moses in the Law and the 
Prophets did write, Jesus of Nazareth, 
the son of Joseph" (John 1.45). Having 
preached Jesus the God-man 

Philip the Apostle (November 12) 

throughout many parts of Asia Minor, 
and having suffered many things for 
His Name's sake, he was finally cruci-
fied upside down in Hierapolis of 
Phrygia.  

Saint Catherine, who was from Alex-
andria, was the daughter of Constas 
(or Cestus). She was an exceedingly 
beautiful maiden, most chaste, and 
illustrious in wealth, lineage, and 
learning. By her steadfast understand-
ing, she utterly vanquished the pas-
sionate and unbridled soul of Maximi-
nus, the tyrant of Alexandria; and by 
her eloquence, she stopped the 
mouths of the so-called philosophers 
who had been gathered to dispute 
with her. She was crowned with the 
crown of martyrdom in the year 305. 

Her holy relics were taken by Angels 
to the holy mountain of Sinai, where 
they were discovered many years 
later; the famous monastery of Saint 
Catherine was originally dedicated to 
the Holy Transfiguration of the Lord 
and the Burning Bush, but later was 
dedicated to Saint Catherine. Accord-
ing to the ancient usage, Saints Cath-
erine and Mercurius were celebrated 
on the 24th of this month, whereas 
the holy Hieromartyrs Clement of 
Rome and Peter of Alexandria were 
celebrated on the 25th. The dates of 

Catherine the Great Martyr of Alexandria (November 25) 

the feasts of these Saints were inter-
changed at the request of the Church 
and Monastery of Mount Sinai, so that 
the festival of Saint Catherine, their 
patron, might be celebrated more 
festively together with the Apodosis 
of the Feast of the Entry of the The-
otokos. The Slavic Churches, how-
ever, commemorate these Saints on 
their original dates  


